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Children’s Welfare in Surrogacy: Suitability of a Surrogacy Client as a
Parent

SADAOKA Minobu

Abstract:

When approving surrogacy, the suitability of a surrogacy client as a parent should be examined before using
reproductive technology, in order to protect the child's welfare. This paper studies the possibility of using
existing foster-parent systems as a model for investigating surrogacy suitability. First, I examine “Issues
Related to Assisted Reproductive Technologies Centered on Surrogate Pregnancy,” a report by the Science
Council of Japan, in order to analyze the relationship between surrogacy and child welfare. Second, I clarify the
conditions necessary for becoming a parent by investigating (1) discussions on parenthood in the fields of
maternal and child health, (2) the standards of suitability used for choosing the legal guardian of a child in
divorce court and (3) the foster-parent system as a social childcare system. The study’s results are as follows.
The standards of qualification and disqualification used in selecting a foster-parent can be used in determining
the suitability of a surrogacy client for becoming a parent. The client should take a foster-parent training course
and should get certified. The client also should learn and understand about protecting the child’'s rights.

Additionally, the client should undergo practical training in childcare.

Keywords: surrogacy, welfare of children, suitability as a parent, foster-parent system
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