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The Art Section of the Hankyu Department Store and the Development
of New Art Fans

YAMAMOTO Masako

Abstract:

This paper studies the activity of Hankyu-Bijutsu-bu, the Art Section of the Hankyu Department Store, in the
early Showa period by introducing a bibliography of the art magazine, Hankyu-Bijutsu, that Hankyu Bijutsu-bu
published and focusing on Kobayashi Ichizo, the founder of Hankyu Department Store, and Yamanouchi
Kinzaburo, who oversaw the policy and contents of Hankyu-Bijutsu. Kobayashi applied his business policy of
providing quality products at reasonable prices to art to make it possible for his customers to obtain art works
easily. Kobayshi's art activities were influenced by the spirit of the tea ceremony, for which he had a great
appreciation. Yamanouchi, who was an editor and was previously an artist and a gallery owner, took advantage
of his wide network within the art field. The synergy of the two men decided the direction of the Hankyu Art
Section and made it possible for it to provide first-class art works for common Japanese. The effect of their
activities was the creation of new art fans, who included office workers and others.

Keywords: Hankyu Department Store, Art Section, Hankyu-Bijutsu, Yamanouchi Kinzaburo, Kobayashi Ichizo
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