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Improving Living Conditions of People with Severe Physical
Disabilities: Supporting Residential Moves of Single ALS Patients

YAMAMOTO Shinsuke

Abstract:

The possibility of living at home for ALS patients largely depends on the presence or absence of adequate
support by family members. Single ALS patients who cannot receive family support seldom choose even to wear
a ventilator due to the lack of social resources to support community life. This study aims to clarify the details
of support needed for severely disabled people who require medical care to live in community without the
support of a family, and it aims to state the information to promote its institutionalization. The paper discusses
the details of support needed to improve the living conditions of people with severe disabilities as shown
through activities supporting the residential moves of single ALS patients who had no family support. Some
patients had to leave their familiar communities because of a lack of sufficient resources for living in their
residential areas, as the amount of required care increased following the progression of symptoms. Housing

assistance policy for singles with severe disabilities is poor and very few living options are available.

Keywords: Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), living alone, living condition, residential move
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