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Terrorism between the 1960s and 1980s: Terrorism Methods and States’
Counterterrorism Methods

HIGUCHI Yasushi

Abstract:

This paper reviews previous studies on terrorism between the 1960s and 1980s, focusing on methods of terrorism
by non-state actors and anti- or counterterrorism by states. First, regarding changes in methods of terrorism,
Medd and Goldstein (1997) showed that hijacking and hostage-taking were the primary methods of terrorism in
the 1960s and 1970s but that bombing became the main method in the 1980s. Second, regarding methods of anti-
or counterterrorism by states, the Public Security Intelligence Agency (1993) in Japan found that tighter
security was effective in suppressing terrorism, because it made terrorists aware that they faced the
consequences of arrest or death. Shimizu (2005) compared definitions of terrorism declared by some of the states
that have prescribed anti- or counterterrorism laws. He pointed out that these states define terrorism as an act
to threaten civilians in order to achieve a political purpose. Based on the common features in the states’
definitions of terrorism, this paper shows the possibility of establishing a definition of terrorism in

international law to control terrorism around the world.

Keywords: terrorism, counterterrorism, hijacking, hostage-taking, bombing
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