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Changes in Family Relationships Caused by Living Donor Liver
Transplantation: An Analysis of Donor Interviews

ICHINOMIYA Shigeko

Abstract:

This paper studies how living donor liver transplantation changes family relationships, focusing on the donor’s
standpoint. Two donors are interviewed and their experiences are examined. Donor A became a donor to his
sister without consulting his wife, who then became estranged from him. To improve the situation, they started
living with the wife's parents. The transplantation became a taboo subject between the couple and a cause of
resentment for A's wife. Donor B and her son, the recipient, showed feelings of indebtedness and care for each
other because of the transplantation. They paid the expensive medical fees for the transplantation by obtaining
loans from relatives, and this made B's husband feel indebted to them. This feeling caused friction between B's
husband and the son. As a result of donating their livers, no matter if they did so actively, the donors felt
friction, distress, discord, and emotional burden from their family members. Moreover, family relationships
worsened after the transplantations. These negative impacts of transplantation on family relationships require

more research.

Keywords: living donor liver transplantation, liver transplantation, organ transplantation, donor, family
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