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Period of Confrontation between Intractable Disease Association of
Shiga and Shiga Prefecture

KATSURAGI Teizo

Abstract:

The purpose of this article is to describe, as an example of the patients’ rights movement, the third period (1998-
2007) in the history of the Intractable Disease Association of Shiga (Shiga-nanbyoren). In this period, Shiga-
nanbyoren faced strains, and sometimes conflicts, in its external interactions with Shiga Prefecture, and in its
internal relationships with one of the intractable disease groups affiliated with Shiga-nanbyoren. This study
examines the minutes and journal of Shiga-nanbyoren. The paper highlights two issues. First, Shiga-nanbyoren’s
relationship with the largest intractable disease group in the association, the Kidney Disease Patients Welfare
Association of Shiga (Shiga Jinkyo), broke down because kidney disease had been recognized as a disability by
the government but most other intractable diseases had not. Second, Shiga-nanbyoren’s relationship with Shiga
Prefecture deteriorated because of funding cuts and disagreements over support for patients with an
intractable disease. Shiga-nanbyoren was forced to spend much time and effort with each difficulty, and it
gradually lost faith in the Shiga prefectural administration. Finally, the author considers the meaning of

collaboration between the Shiga prefectural administration and the patients’ association.

Keywords: Intractable Disease Association of Shiga, Shiga Prefecture, patients’ rights movement, nanbyo

(intractable disease), collaboration
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