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Carsharing Usage Patterns: A Case Study in Kyoto City

NAKAO Kenji

Abstract:

Carsharing has become popular in Japan and is said to have entered the stage of commercialization. However,
actual carsharing usage patterns have not been studied yet. This paper analyzes one year of usage data from a
carsharing service in Kyoto and the results of a questionnaire survey of the service’s customers. According to
the research, average usage is once a week to once a month, happens from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., and is mainly
for shopping or leisure. The average duration of a trip is less than 3 hours and the average distance is less than
30 km. The data, however, also shows diversity in carsharing usage. For example, some people use carsharing
late at night or for a long distance. Furthermore, the research reveals that customers desire a more flexible
carsharing service and that carsharing can be more effective when combined with other means of

transportation, such as railroads or buses.

Keywords: carsharing, car sharing, Transportation Demand Management (TDM), Kyoto
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