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Duality of Attention: Considering Screens in Video Games and Cinema

OCHI Tomoyoshi

Abstract:

Referring to Jonathan Crary's research on attentiveness, this study clarifies the nature of screens in video
games and cinema as well as children’s and adults’ respective relationships to them in order to consider the
question, “How is it that hyperactive children can focus on playing video games?” It compares (1) the focus of a
hyperactive child on a video game, that is, on the display, examining in particular the nature of a video game’s
interface (the display and controller) and (2) the absorption of an adult in the cinema, that is, to the screen,
referring to Christian Metz's theory. Children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) do not
exhibit hyperactive behavior when playing video games but are able to focus, because their bodies are forgotten
(disappear) as they focus on manipulating the video game characters. However, most adults miss the focusing
ability of ADHD children, because they do not see ADHD children directly, but conceive of them through a kind
of screen composed of images like photos or video pictures. In other words, the adults are absorbed in a screen of

images of ADHD children. Such automatic or passive attention of adults on children should be questioned.

Keywords: Jonathan Crary, ADHD, children, video game, screen
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