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1 AREEG I 2 FEIC S 5 N% . Surrogate Mother IEROKT-% I\ CHEUSNO LRI AN TERE1T) b OT, IIFH 7 b A
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Children’'s Well-being in Surrogacy: Guaranteeing the Right to Know
One's Origin

SADAOKA Minobu

Abstract:

Based on government reports and related documents in Japan, this paper considers whether children born
through surrogacy should have the guaranteed right to know their origin. To gain perspective on this question,
the paper examines the right of a child conceived through donor insemination (DI) to know one’s origin, as DI is
similar to surrogacy in the use of assisted reproductive technology involving a third party but has had a longer
history. Children born through DI often experience identity confusion and often demand the right to know their
origin. To improve the well-being of children born through DI, the current trend is to respect their right to know
their origin. Children born through surrogacy may also experience identity confusion, although the
characteristics may differ; there have been too few cases of surrogacy to make a clear assessment. Still, any
potential difficulty regarding a child’s identity can be overcome if the surrogacy client, the surrogate, and their
partners together make parenting plans for the well-being of the child, agree on child rearing goals and
cooperate on child rearing. Then, anonymity of the surrogate is no longer needed. In this way, the right for a

child born through surrogacy to know one’s origin can be guaranteed and actualized.

Keywords: surrogacy, child, well-being, right to know one’s origin, donor insemination
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