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Reconsidering Novels for Teenagers: Characteristics Common to
Boys' and Girls’ Novels

TAKAGI Satoshi

Abstract:

Previous research on “stories for girls” and “light novels” for boys of the 1980s and 1990s in Japan has studied
the genres separately, according to the sex of targeted readers. This research note aims to describe a common
characteristic of these novels for teenagers by analyzing some influential works in the category without
separating them according to the sex of targeted readers. Before the 1970s, there were many educational novels
which tried to raise boys and girls to be respectable members of society or family. This characteristic is first
found in novels for girls, but is soon found in novels for boys as well. Because these novels for teenagers share
this common characteristic, they should be studied without separating them according to the sex of the targeted

readers.

Keywords: stories for girls, light novels, juvenile, Bildungsroman
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