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Kitamura Reisai: Setting the Grounds for the Art Section of the Osaka
Branch of Mitsukoshi Department Store

YAMAMOTO Masako

Abstract:

This paper presents a biography of Kitamura Reisai, who headed the art section of the Mitsukoshi Department
Store, and describes the activities of the art section of the Osaka branch of Mitsukoshi Department Store
during the late Meiji period and the Taisho period. In his youth, Kitamura worked in the art section of the 1895
Kyoto National Exposition and at a newspaper in Kyoto for seven years. Through these activities, he obtained
knowledge of fine art, textiles, and dyeing, and he built up a network of connections within the art world in the
Kansai region. Later, he utilized this experience when he managed the art section of Mitsukoshi Department
Store. This article examines issues of the periodical catalog Mitsukoshi Gasyu, which was edited by Kitamura
and published by the art section of the Osaka branch of Mitsukoshi Department Store. The catalogs show that
the art section was successful in gathering for its exhibits painters who had exhibited in the Bunten or Inten
exhibitions, the most prestigious official art exhibitions of the time, and this trend continued long after
Kitamura's career. By offering customers access to high level contemporary art, Kitamura established the

practice of enjoying art at department stores, a practice that has continued to this day.

Keywords: Kitamura Reisai, Mitsukoshi, Takashimaya, department store, art section
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