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Current State and Problems of Policies for Disabled People:
An Analysis of the Reform Process in 2011

ARIMATSU Ryo

Abstract:

In 2009, the Council for Disability Policy Reform was established in the Japanese government. On July 29, 2011,
the Revised Basic Act for Persons with Disabilities was enacted. This paper focuses on issues related to the
process of enacting the Revised Basic Act for Persons with Disabilities to examine issues related to future
reforms of social welfare policies. The research is based on an analysis of opinion papers for the Council for
Disability Policy Reform, opinion papers for the bill of the Revised Basic Act, and relevant previous studies
about social welfare. The research clarified that, although the council evaluated the concept of inclusive
education as an important point, the concept is not reflected in the bill. The bill states that a Japanese-style
inclusive education system should be pursued, but the statement effectively maintains the system of separate
education for disabled children. In conclusion, the policy of social welfare has been put into retreat, as the
government is denying its responsibilities for the welfare of disabled people. The author emphasizes it is
necessary for future research to follow up on the concept of social welfare for disabled people and the process of
the reform of the system for disabled people.

Keywords: Council for Disability Policy Reform, Basic Act for Persons with Disabilities, policy for disabled

people, education for disabled children
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