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A Comparative Study of Railway Trip Guide Editions Published by the
Ministry of Railways

HIRATA Takeshi

Abstract:

This study reveals changes in illustration styles in the Railway Trip Guides series of the Taisho era and the
early Showa era. The Railway Trip Guides [Tetsudo Ryoko Annai] series was published by the Ministry of
Railways from 1905 until 1939. The 1921 and 1924 editions became best sellers due to the illustrations and
bird’'s-eye pictorial maps drawn for those editions by Yoshida Hatsusaburo. However, the illustration style
changed drastically in the 1930 and 1936 editions and included the genres of ukiyo-e, scenic photography, and
route maps. This study clarifies that these changes were due to various factors, such as the popularity of
ukiyo-e, and the popularization of sightseeing by railroads. The study also clarifies that (1) the illustrations and
bird’'s-eye pictorial maps drawn by Hatsusaburo in the Taisho era were based on ukiyo-e, particularly the
woodblock prints of Hiroshige, and that (2) Railway Trip Guide editions in the early Showa era continued to use
the ukiyo-e style, but the expression of this style changed. Hatsusaburo used the ukiyo-e style to depict
panoramic views, but later Railway Trip Guide editions used the ukiyo-e genre of meisho-e, landscape painting

of famous places, to depict more focused views.

Keywords: Railway Trip Guides, Yoshida Hatsusaburo, bird’s-eye view, ukiyo-e, Ministry of Railways
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