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ARG A (1)

Japanese Newspaper Extras and War (1)

KOBAYASHI Muneyuki

Abstract:

Japanese publishers have historically put much effort into newspaper extras, particularly, during times of war.
This paper describes how the extra developed during times of war in modern Japan. As the first section of a
continuing study, the paper covers the period from the end of the Edo period, when extras were first published
in Japan, to the Russo-Japanese War. Initially, extras were published to report news on newspaper holidays.
However, extras began to be used on other days to publish prompt news bulletins, especially battle reports
during the Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War. Extras that told of the war situation were popular
with the public, who experienced hope or fear according to the news. Extras proclaiming Japanese victories
were especially welcomed by the people and raised the fighting spirit of the nation.

Keywords: newspaper, extra, war, modern Japan
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