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Origins and Actual Conditions of Street Children in Korea in the 1960s

LIM DeokYoung

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to examine the conditions and origins of the widespread phenomenon of street
children in Korea in the 1960s by surveying and analyzing articles, newspaper reports, and government
documents of the time. The phenomenon of street children emerged in the midst of abrupt social change related
to the development of full-scale capitalism in Korea. Farmers abandoned old-fashioned agriculture, and there
was a mass migration to urban areas. In this time of rapid social change, the many children who had lost
parents in the Korean War from 1950 to 1953 were particularly vulnerable. Those who became street children
were excluded from the existing social institutions around children, such as families, schools, labor associations,
social welfare organizations or local communities. The street children had no choice but to form their own
communities and live among themselves, apart from general society. The many children in Korea in the 1960s
that became street children were not embraced by society; the street children, in turn, could not embrace

society.

Keywords: street children, vagrants, Korea, 1960s, homeless
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