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Game & Watch from the Perspective of Video Game History:
Rules, Sounds, and Interfaces

OBANA Takashi

Abstract:

From 1980 to 1991, Nintendo produced a series of LSI handheld game consoles called Game & Watch. There
were fifty-nine game titles in the series. This paper analyzes the game programs, packages, manuals and
brochures of the Game & Watch series; it focuses on three elements of the games: the rules, the sounds and the
interfaces. In particular, it suggests that Game & Watch was a video game machine that was constructed
according to easy rules, but that the quality of these changed from repeatability and reflectivity to
purposiveness and narrativity. Following from these viewpoints, it becomes clear that, in the history of the
development of video games, the role of Game & Watch’'s purposiveness and narrativity was diachronic and
synchronic. Therefore, we may reasonably conclude that, although the interface designs developed in this
process have been applied to many kinds of present day game consoles, they are particular to the evolution of
the Game & Watch series.

Keywords: Game & Watch, ST handheld game console, video game, interface, Yokoi Gunpei
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