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FERDIEI T 57201213, T THESOHICH 5 BN E— Nid#EmoR AR ZT L E SNV Op
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i BORHIE LTOR=Y v 7 4 V9 A
Basic Income as a Policy Goal

SAITO Taku

Abstract:

When discussing basic income (BI), all authors, both proponents and opponents of BI, have a misunderstanding
that it is a policy tool. This paper tries to remove this misunderstanding and, instead, presents an argument for
BI as a policy goal. For this purpose, theoretical frameworks of traditional and post-positivist policy sciences are
referred to, and it is demonstrated that any argumentation for BI as a policy tool will never succeed within
these frameworks. Then, by applying the conception of justice presented by Philippe Van Parijs (1995) to the
framework of policy evaluation presented by Frank Fisher (1995), this paper insists that the level of BI with tow
constraints should be adopted as a macro-empirical-level policy objective. In this way, the philosophical

languages of BI proponents are translated into a language that has relevancy for policy analysts.

Keywords: basic income, policy sciences, Frank Fischer, Philippe Van Parijs, policy evaluation
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