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Tourism and Chinese Contemporary Art:
798 Art Zone in Beijing

WANG Yi

Abstract:

Chinese contemporary art has come to attract attention from the world suddenly, and it holds appeal for many
tourists from both inside and outside of China. This paper focuses on 798 Art Zone, an area of contemporary art
galleries in Beijing, examining, in particular, its role as a tourist attraction. The research is based on a survey of
shop owners and tourists at 798 Art Zone. In the paper, the history of Chinese contemporary art, its present
situation, and its development are stated first. Then, 798 Art Zone is explained. Finally, the function of 798 Art
Zone as a tourist attraction is considered. Three points are made clear. First, rooted in the long tradition of
Chinese art, and absorbing the influences of European and American art, Chinese contemporary art pursues an
original national expression. Second, 798 Art Zone has became the second biggest tourist draw in Beijing. Third,
one cannot be optimistic about the continued development and future prospects of 798 Art Zone because of
increased land prices and defects in its managerial system. It is necessary that a formal management plan and

administrative mechanism be created by the regional government and the Development Promotion Association
of 798 Art Zone.

Keywords: 798 Art Zone, Chinese contemporary art, tourist attractions, regional vitalization
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