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An Historical Study about the First Example of Successful Artificial
Insemination in Japan:
An Analysis of Doctors’ Statements

YUTI Hideki

Abstract:

In Japan, the starting point of the ethical discussion concerning assisted reproductive technology is Ando
Kakuichi’'s introduction of artificial insemination (AI) in 1948 at Keio University. However, some researchers
suggest Al was practiced from the Meiji era. This paper examines statements of doctors who practiced Al from
the Meiji era to the early Showa era to reveal how Al was carried out in this period and to consider overlooked
ethical issues concerning assisted reproductive technology. Two main points are made clear. First, Al was
practiced secretly in the Meiji era; doctors operated Al openly only from the Taisho era. Second, the timing of
the operation and the semen extraction method in AI practiced from the Meiji era to the early Showa era
differed from those in Al practiced by Ando. For semen extraction, previous methods used sexual intercourse
but Ando’s used masturbation. Thus, Ando’'s method seemed to resolve the ethical issue of doctors intervening in
sexual intercourse as a reproductive act. However, before an Al operation, Ando instructed patients to perform
sexual intercourse and extract cervical mucus to inspect compatibility with the sperm. This inspection method

is conducted even today. Therefore, the ethical issue has not been fully resolved.

Keywords: artificial insemination by husband (AIH), artificial insemination by donor (AID), history of artificial

insemination, Ando Kakuichi, Keio University
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