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A Study of Policies Regarding Hansen's Disease in Korea under
Japanese Occupation:
From the Foundation of the Sorokdo Charity Clinic to the Enactment of
the Chosen-Rai-Yoborei

YOSHIDA Sachie

Abstract:

This paper outlines the changing management policies for patients of Hansen's disease in Korea under
Japanese rule from 1916 to 1935, focusing on the foundation of the Sorokdo Charity Clinic in 1916, the expansion
of the clinic in 1925, and the enactment of the Chosen-Rai-Yoborei ordinance in 1935. The research is based on
newspaper archives, governmental documents, and previous studies. In 1916, the Sorokdo Charity Clinic was
established by the Government-General of Korea in order to transfer management of Hansen's Disease patients
from foreign missionaries to the Japanese director of the clinic. In 1925, an expansion project for the clinic was
started in order to accommodate more patients. In 1935, by the enactment of the Chosen-Rai-Yoborei (Korean
Leprosy Prevention Ordinance), management authority for the patients was transferred from the directors of
the clinic to the Government-General of Korea. These policy changes intensified the patients’ oppression and

enforced Japanese colonial policies by depriving local people of their lands, livelihood, and dignity.

Keywords: Hansen’s Disease, Sorokdo Charity Clinic, Chosen-Rai-Yoborei (Korean Leprosy Prevention

Ordinance), Korea under Japanese rule, Government-General of Korea
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