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A Study of Discourses Aiming to Conserve the Japanese Red Pine:
The Development of the Landscape Conservation Concept in Kyoto

TWATA Kyoko

Abstract:

Most previous research about landscape conservation in modern Kyoto has focused on legal changes and has
taken for granted the sentiment for landscape conservation. Based on professional journals and government
documents, this paper analyzes three main discourses from 1900 to the 1930s about landscape conservation in
Kyoto to show that the concept of landscape conservation was created by horticulturalists and forestry
managers. The main discourse within the horticulture profession about landscape conservation occurred in the
1930s: a consensus emerged that horticulture should seek to create natural beauty seemingly untouched by
human hands. The discourse among forestry managers started thirty years earlier during debates over the
conservation of shrine environments in the context of the industrialization and urbanization of Kyoto: the
forestry profession and later the public came to accept the theory of ecological succession as the guide to good
forestry management. In both discourses, the professionals advocated human control of nature to create nature-
like landscapes. Another discourse emerged in the 1930s during the making of a forestry management plan for
the Arashiyama district of Kyoto: the plan was based on not only forest aesthetics and ecological principles but

historical precedents.

Keywords: Kyoto, landscape conservation, horticulture, forestry, Japanese red pine
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