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Japanese Newspaper Extras and War (2)

KOBAYASHI Muneyuki

Abstract:

Japanese publishers have historically put much effort into newspaper extras, particularly during wartime. This
paper describes how the extra developed during times of war in modern Japan. As the second section of a
continuing study, the paper covers the period from the start of WWI to the end of the Pacific War. Many of the
latest technologies, for example, modern photography and airplanes, were used to report news that appeared in
extras. Extras proclaiming Japanese victories were especially welcomed by the people and raised the fighting
spirit of the nation. In the latter half of the 1930s, the Interior Ministry began to institute various censorship
and media controls. Newspaper companies were reorganized to make one company for each prefecture, in most
cases, and their sales networks were restructured. This discouraged competition among newspaper companies
and, consequently, the importance of extras, as they had been used to increase newspaper sales and popularity.
In 1942, during a paper shortage, the government finally prohibited the publication of extras. It has been said
that the paper shortage caused the extras’ death, but it can also be said that, through the previous government

restrictions, extras had already lost their purpose for being.

Keywords: newspaper, extra, war, modern Japan
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