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A Study on the Obligation of Support in the Public Assistance System
in South Korea:
With a Focus on the Current Situation and Its Influence on Families

LIM DeokYoung

Abstract:

This study investigates how the obligation of support in the public assistance system is applied to poor people
and their families in South Korea. The study reviews changes in the application of obligation of support that
occurred when regulations changed with the enactment of the National Basic Living Security Act in 1999.
Then, it examines the current regulations for the obligation of support and the effects on poor people and
families in that system. The research finds that the National Basic Living Security Act widened eligibility for
receiving benefits to anyone in poverty, following the economic crisis in 1997, unlike the previous Daily Security
Law, which had strictly limited eligibility by various conditions. However, the possible increase in the number of
recipients raised concerns about budget constraints. Thus, the obligation of support by the family was specified
and strengthened more than before. In order to determine the obligation of support, the Integrated Network
Management System of Social Welfare was established and thorough investigation of recipients and their
families began. The enforced investigation caused suspensions of benefits or worsened relationships among
family members, resulting in a series of suicides. The issue has been raised by citizens groups and protest

activities have begun.

Keywords: obligation of support, public assistance, National Basic Living Security Act, South Korea, Integrated

Network Management System
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