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Expansion of Daisuke Tenbata's Communication and His Interpreters’
Transformations: A Suggestion for a Separate and Dual System Using
Interpreters and Care Workers

TENBATA Daisuke

Abstract:

The author fell into paralysis of the limbs, speech impairment, swallowing difficulty, and visual disability due to
destruction of the cerebral motor area caused by medical malpractice at the age of fourteen. The author
indicates his intentions to others by an original and unique communication method called “A, KA, SA, TA, NA”;
however, he has difficulties in implementing this method, especially in finding and training interpreters.
Indeed, the communication difficulties of people with speech impairments in general are largely overlooked in
our society precisely because people with speech impairments are most often unable to raise their voice on this
issue. In this paper, the author clarifies and analyzes the process through which the expansion of his spheres of
communication and activity has caused transformations in his interpreters as well. This research reveals the
problematic situation of care workers providing both physical assistance and interpretation services. It
concludes that a separate and dual system that distinguishes between interpreters and care workers should be

developed to better support people with speech impairments and physical disabilities.

Keywords: disability, communication, care worker, interpreter, unique communication method: “A, KA, SA, TA,
NA”
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