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Mieko Kamiya and the National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien:
Hansen's Disease and Kamiya's Psychiatry Training and Practice

TANAKA Mami

Abstract:

This paper describes the chronological history and practical experiences of Mieko Kamiya as a psychiatrist at
the National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien, in Okayama, Japan. Previous studies on Kamiya have outlined
her biography, achievements, and literary works and have researched her work related to the quarantine policy
for patients with Hansen's disease. However, little attention has been paid to how she became a doctor of
psychiatry and what practical experiences she had as the psychiatrist in the sanatorium. The study is based on
unpublished writings and literary works, documents at the National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien, and
in-depth interviews with people who live there. The paper chronologically outlines Kamiya’'s studies and career
up to when she became the first psychiatrist of patients with Hansen'’s disease in the sanatorium and evaluates
her medical practice there. In her psychiatric practice, she did not only serve at the sanatorium. She also taught
at the nursing school and the high school on Nagashima Island, listened to and gave consultations to nurses,
taught French to patients with Hansen's disease, and supported a local orchestra whose members were visually

impaired.

Keywords: Mieko Kamiya, psychiatry, Hansen's disease, National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien
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