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The Turning Point of the Buraku Liberation Movement in Sumiyoshi
in the 1960s: The Amano Case

YANO Ryo

Abstract:

This article depicts how a small event can affect the social policy and dynamism of a subregion by examining
the primary documents on the Amano case, which was triggered by the poor handling by Kaname Amano, a
powerful regional politician, of discriminatory comments about public assistance recipients. The incident was a
turning point in the buraku liberation movement in the 1960s in Sumiyoshi, a subregion of Osaka. The study
reveals that, first, the close relationship between public assistance and buraku issues in that time and region
caused the incident to influence public assistance, with recipients increasing rapidly in the five years between
1967 and 1971. Second, the struggle expanded beyond discrimination to control and administration of regional
resources. Third, the case triggered the development of a regional administrative structure in which residents
could realize their demands more easily. Finally, the Sumiyoshi branch of the Buraku Liberation League took
political leadership in Sumiyoshi from the Liberal Democratic Party. The paper concludes that when the
political dynamics is tense in a region, a small incident can trigger an overall social movement, just as the
Amano incident led to the development of a unique resident-managed social welfare administration system in

Sumiyoshi.

Keywords: dowa policy, buraku liberation movement, social policy, public assistance, resources
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