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A Study on Education for Koreans in Osaka's Public Schools:
Focusing on the Birth of Ethnic Classrooms and the Related Education
Movement

YANG Yangil

Abstract:

This study analyzes the social conditions and historical background of the birth of “ethnic classrooms,” which
have been established in public schools in Osaka to promote the identity of Koreans in Japan. It reviews the
history of the sixty years since the birth of ethnic classrooms and examines the position within the Japanese
public school system of Koreans living in Japan. Two cases are studied. The first is an ethnic classroom
established in 1950 in Kitanakamichi Elementary School by a memorandum of the Osaka governor two years
after the Hanshin conflicts over the education of Koreans. The second is an ethnic classroom autonomously
established by a movement of Korean and Japanese students, parents, and teachers in 1972 in the Nagahashi
Elementary School, previously chosen as a school to promote dowa education through pressure by the buraku
liberation movement. These cases reveal the difficulty of Koreans living in Japan to achieve official recognition
within the framework of the Japanese public education system. But they also show the potential for overcoming
the anti-alien aspect in Japanese schools. In Osaka, about 110 public schools currently support ethnic
classrooms; these should be considered not minority programs for Koreans but diversity classes for all

Japanese.

Keywords: education of Koreans living in Japan, minority education movement, ethnic classroom
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