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An Analysis of Internationalization and Multiculturalism at Chinese Schools:
Yokohama Yamate Chinese School and Kobe Chinese School

BABA Hiroko

Abstract:

Previous studies have shown that Chinese schools in Japan are moving from an ethnic studies model to a
multicultural or internationalized one and that they face a dilemma between fostering and passing down ethnic
studies or preparing students for entrance examinations to Japanese senior high schools. This paper seeks to
clarify how the principals of both schools have faced this situation and solved this dilemma. The research is
based on the existing literature and on interviews with the schools' principals and board members. The
research shows that, first, the respective school principals handled the issue of multiculturalism and
internationalism differently, based on the relationships between their schools and the local Chinese
communities. Specifically, compared to Yokohama Yamate Chinese School, Kobe Chinese School has a tighter
relationship with both the local Chinese community and the prefectural government. Second, both principals
have overcome the conflict between ethnic studies and entrance examination preparation by promoting unique
educational philosophies: sankougouai (three virtues, five loves) at Yokohama Yamate Chinese School and
kokufuntou (patience and hard work) at Kobe Chinese School. In this way they have been able to attract

students from not only the Chinese community but from the international and Japanese communities.

Keywords: multinational coexistence, globalization, Chinese school, overseas Chinese, multilingual education
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