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Opening the Deaf Free School “Tatsunoko Gakuen”

KWAK Jeongran

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to investigate the background and the details of the establishment of a free school
for deaf students, Tatsunoko Gakuen, where Japanese Sign Language (JSL) is the language of education. This
study is based on interviews with important persons in the deaf education team of DPRO who are related to the
foundation of Tatsunoko Gakuen. Oralism, which emphasizes using oral language to overcome deafness, has
dominated Japanese deaf education. Nevertheless, since the late 1980s, the use of sign language has been
gradually increasing in deaf schools. However, instead of partial use of sign language, demands emerged for
bilingual education of the deaf with JSL as the first language of instruction and written Japanese as the
second, following the rise of the deaf culture movement through the activities of DPRO in the 1990s. The deaf
education team of DPRO was formed by various people who were seeking to improve deaf education. They
founded the Tatsunoko Gakuen free school as a place where deaf children and deaf adults could meet. What is
significant is that this assemblage of various people itself created a place to meet and a space for learning JSL
from each other.

Keywords: Japanese Sign Language (JSL), deaf people, deaf education, Tatsunoko Gakuen, free school for deaf
children
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