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The Lactification Complex and Hybridization in Maryse Condé's
La migration des coeurs

OHNO Airi

Abstract:

Previous researches have pointed out the lactification complex seen in Maryse Condé’s La migration des
cceurs. In this paper, using the approach of compative literature, I analyze how sexuality and hybridization are
described in La migration des cceurs. This novel is a parody on Emily Bronté's Wuthering Heights; comparing
the original and the parody, I show how Condé changes the setting to the Caribbean to explore the intersection
of race and sexuality there. I also quote Mayotte Capécia’s Je suis martiniquaise, which portrays a Caribbean
woman searching for white men to become rich and gain high social status. In Peau noire, masques blancs,
Franz Fanon denounces Capécia’s text as exhibiting “the lactification complex” which he defines as the wish
to whiten one’s descendents’ blood. I analyze how Condé portrays the lactification complex in La migration des
cceurs. I mention that racial hybridization came from the rape of black women by white men in the case of the
Caribbean. I demonstrate that, although skin colour or relationships with men decide the women’s lives in this

novel by Condé, it is her wish to release them from this condition that drove her to write the novel.

Keywords: Maryse Condé, Mayotte Capécia, lactification complex, hybridization, sexuality
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