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Expertise and Individual Styles of Interpreters for People with Serious
Physical and Speech Impairments:
The Case of Daisuke Tenbata

TENBATA Daisuke, KURODA Shuya

Abstract:

This paper is mainly concerned with the problem of how to overcome the lack of immediacy in communication
with people having serious physical and speech impairments. To illustrate the expertise of the interpreters of
the author, Daisuke Tenbata, who has serious physical and speech impairments, and the styles of relationship
between the author and his interpreters, the author surveyed conversations, conducted interviews and acted as
a participant observer at translation scenes. Through the research, it became apparent that, to compensate for
the lack of communication immediacy, the author worked together with his interpreters, who accumulated
expertise through a shared context and time with the author. In addition, by strategic guidance, he let his
interpreters speak on behalf of himself. Moreover, it also became apparent that there are two kinds of
interpreters: those who make active suggestions and provide stimulus, and those who wait for the author’s
words and stick close to them. In this paper, the author describes an example of the presence of interpreters
who intervene actively in the author’s decision-making. The significance of the paper is that it suggests the

possibility of new ways of communication between interpreters and people with speech impairments.

Keywords: interpreter, lack of immediacy, shared context, collaborative activity, strategic guidance
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