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A Study of Mieko Kamiya's Vocation as a Psychiatrist at the National
Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien Sanatorium for Hansen's Disease:
Unpublished Medical Charts and Other Writings by Kamiya

TANAKA Mami

Abstract:

This paper traces the life history of Mieko Kamiya, a psychiatrist who worked at National Sanatorium for
Hansen's Disease (also known as Nagashima Aiseien), and examines the significance of her clinical practices.
While many studies have analyzed her writings and her relation to the national policy to segregate patients of
Hansen’s disease, none of them have focused on the aspect of Kamiya as a psychiatrist. Based on content
analysis of her writings, documents owned by Nagashima Aiseien, and unpublished medical records written by
Kamiya between 1968 and 1969, this paper reveals how her clinical practices went beyond the scope of medical
treatment. She encouraged one of her patients to compose poems by offering him a tape recorder as he became
blind and weak due to Hansen's disease. She realized the limitations of working as a doctor, and instead sought
for what she could do as a human being. This paper illustrates how Kamiya went beyond the scope of medical

treatment as she tried to be close to her patients’ needs and desires.

Keywords: Mieko Kamiya, National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien, Hansen's disease, psychiatric care
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