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Distinguishing the Author-editors of the Shanhaijing [The Classic of
Mountains and Seas]: A Statistical Study

SHIMONISHI Noriko

Abstract:

The Shanhaijing [The Classic of Mountains and Seas], is one of the most important documents in the study of
ancient China, but it is unclear when or where it was created, or by whom it was compiled. An n-gram model
was used to list up the co-occurrence frequency of the words that appear in each of the work’s eighteen chapters,
then correlation analysis, hierarchical clustering analysis and discriminant analysis were applied to compare
the sections and chapters of the work. These analyses led to the following results. The same author-editor
compiled all of the Classic of the Mountains (chapters 1-5) but not the rest of the Shanhaijing. In addition, the
Classic of Regions Beyond the Seas (chapters 6-9) as well as the Classic of Regions Within the Seas (chapters
10-13) were compiled by a different author-editor than that of the Classic of the Great Wilderness (chapters 14-
17) or the Classic of Regions Within the Seas (chapter 18). Moreover, the Classic of Regions Beyond the Seas
and the Classic of Regions Within the Seas (chapters 10-13) were compiled by different author-editors, a

finding first revealed through the statistical analysis of this research.

Keywords: Shanhaijing [The Classic of Mountains and Seas], The Classic of the Seas, n-gram model, statistics,

classification of authors and editors
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