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A History of Opposition to the Construction of Specialty Wards in
Psychiatric Hospital for Inpatients Who Are Labelled as Difficult to
Control:

From the Perspective of Social Movement of Users and Survivors of
Psychiatry in Japan

KIRIHARA Naoyuki

Abstract:

This paper aims to clarify the history of opposition against the construction of specialty wards in psychiatric
hospital for inpatients who are labelled as difficult to control. A historical description of the social movement
should include the perspective of users and survivors of psychiatry, however, the history of this opposition
movement has mainly been written from perspectives of psychiatrists. The study on historical documents
written by the users and survivors of psychiatry who were involved in the movement finds that: 1) users and
survivors of psychiatry played the leading role in the social movements opposing the construction of specialty
wards for the inpatients, and 2) users and survivors of psychiatry had different reasons for opposing the
construction from the psychiatrists who also opposed the construction. The research provides a new historical

description different from previous histories, that based on the perspective of users and survivors of psychiatry.

Keywords: psychosocial disability, disability studies, labelled as difficult to control, movement of users and

survivor of psychiatry
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