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A Model of Multicultural Exchange as a Part of Lifelong Learning
Projects for Japanese Municipalities: An Example of Kameoka City

KOJIMA Kiyomi

Abstract:

From the later half of the 1980s to the 1990s, many US universities opened Japan branches, but most of them
have closed. Kameoka City in Kyoto Prefecture also experienced such a failure. However, the city integrated
this internationalization project into its lifelong learning project, and developed it into meaningful service for
citizens. In order to understand how the city could turn this failure into good account, this paper studies the
city’s experience in three phases: first from the city’s establishment of sister city exchanges since the 1960s with
four municipalities in the world; second the process of inviting and closing of Oklahoma State University-Kyoto
branch (OSU-K); third the city's transforming this failure into its lifelong learning program. Kameoka City
quickly transformed the facility of OSU-K into the Lifelong Learning Center for citizens, keeping its connection
and collaboration with OSU and developed a new educational center for multi-cultural exchange. Based on the
author’s working experience in these projects, internal documents are studied. Reflecting on these 25 years in
Japan, this paper argues that the example of Kameoka City can be a very interesting and valuable model of

internationalization with multi-cultural exchange for Japanese municipalities.

Keywords: internationalization, lifelong learning, Japan branch of US university, multicultural exchange,

Kameoka City
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