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“Chanting for the Dead” as the Manner of In-hospital Death and
the Institutionalization of Funeral Rituals in Taiwan

CHUNG Yicheng

Abstract:

In recent years, more and more Taiwanese people die in hospitals despite of the strong preference of dying
at home in Taiwanese society. As the place of death changes from home to hospital, some funeral rituals
are conducted inside the hospitals and lead to the development of spiritual care in hospitals. To clarify the
relation between funeral rituals and the development of end-of-life care in Taiwan, the paper first outlines the
actual changes on place of death and the following rituals using official statistics, then studies the minutes of
meetings of relating legislation. The result shows an increase in in-hospital death, and the following rituals for
the deceased are performed inside of hospitals. Reflecting such shift, the legislation of the Mortuary Service
Administration Act in 2002 and its amendments in 2012 regulate to phase out funeral services in hospital, but
instead organized “chanting for the dead” inside of hospitals so the family may mourn the death there. As death
and following rituals in hospital became rooted, religious chanting as a new type of end-of-life care is offered in
hospice ward. The conclusion argues that in-hospital death and the relating legislation affect the adaptations of

end-of-life care to the local culture and tradition of life and death in Taiwan.

Keywords: End-of-life care, funeral rituals, chanting for the dead, in-hospital death, Taiwan
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