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A History of Changes in the Medicine of Hansen's Disease:
Treatment-resistant Leprosy of the National Sanatorium
Nagashima-Aiseien in the 1960s

TANAKA Mami

Abstract:

This paper aims to clarify how doctors and patients tackled the problem of treatment-resistant leprosy, which
became a distinct problem in the National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien after about 10 years since promin
began to be commonly prescribed in Japan since 1949. A qualitative analysis was conducted on primary
documents kept in the Kamiya Library of the sanatorium, as well as the writings of and interview with Motoaki
OZAKI, who was a clinical doctor in the sanatorium. The result finds that Hansen's disease became to be
regarded as curable by prescribing promin and increasing number of patients returned to society. However,
outbreaks of treatment-resistant leprosy occurred in various timings and conditions in sanatoriums throughout
Japan. In Nagashima-Aiseien, doctors and patients were in the midst of severe problems of drug resistant
bacteria and treatment-resistant leprosy in the middle of the 1960s, and there was a huge gap between the

general recognition and their actual realities.

Keywords: National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien, leprosy, medicine, treatment-resistant leprosy, Mieko
KAMIYA
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