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Toshio KUSUNOKTI: His Experience as a Totally Blind Youth, which
Motivated Him into the Disability Liberation Movements in Kansai
Area, Japan

KISHIDA Noriko

Abstract:

Totally blind Toshio KUSUNOKI is well known as the leader of the disability liberation movements in Kansai
area, Japan, which consolidated people with various kinds of disabilities. However, his earlier life history,
especially his experience in a school for blind and university, is little analyzed. This paper aims to make clear
what Kusunoki thought from important experience in his youth before starting the disability liberation
movements, focusing on the motivation which brought him into the movement. The author conduced interviews
to Kusunoki after sending the questionnaire to him by e-mail, as well as interviewing one of his blind friends
and another blind person who also challenged university entrance examination. Young Kusunoki faced
obstacles with limited choice of occupations, underwent the severe labor as a massager before challenging the
university entrance examination. He experienced the inequality and discrimination between disabled people
and ordinary people when he took university entrance examinations and the university life among ordinary
people. This paper argues that Kusunoki's experience on university entrance examinations was a case of forcing
disabled people to adapt into the existing social systems, and these experiences in his youth became the strong

motivation for his subsequent disability liberation movements.

Keywords: Toshio KUSUNOKI, disability liberation movements, visually impaired person, education for
disabled people, discrimination
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