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A THEL] OFAIGE)

A Coterie Activity of T'sukuhae: The Role of Gift Copies for
Relationships of Esteem with Hakusyu KITAHARA

HASHIMOTO Masako

Abstract:

Tsukuhae is a self-published magazine or coterie magazine, which was made by three young students, Koshiro
ONCHI (1891-1955), Kyokichi TANAKA (1892-1915), and Shizuo FUJIMORI (1891-1943) in 1914-1915. Tsukuhae
was quite distinctive among self-published magazines in the Taisho era because it included creative wood block
prints and poems. They gave free copies to famous authors and magazines that they admired. Such exchange of
gift copies are regarded to be influential in coterie activities, so this paper studies exchange of gift copies
between T'sukuhae members and Hakushu KITAHARA, who was a popular poet respected by these members.
This paper examines the articles by Kitahara in Chijo-jyunrei, which was a monthly magazine of Kitahara's
literary organization, and the diaries, notes, and letters written by Tsukuhae members. Kitahara highly
commented Tsukuhae’'s poems and wood block prints in his magazine, and the relationships of esteem was built
between Tsukuhae members and Kitahara in spite of their different social situations and popularities. That
shows the effects of sending gift copies to a famous person who understood the arts and poems created by

unknown members. Thus, gift copies play an important role in coterie activities.

Keywords: Tsukuhae, coterie magazine, gift copy, Hakusyu KITAHARA, the Taisho era
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