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How Mothers Understand and Misunderstand the Newborn Screening:

Their Narratives on Genetic Information and the Decision to Proceed
with Childbirth

SASATANTI Eri

Abstract:

Newborn screening (NBS) began in Japan in 1977 and tandem mass spectrometry in 2014. This study aimed to
clarify the attitude of mothers, who had been subjected to tandem mass spectrometry, towards genetic testing.
The results revealed that the mothers had little understanding of the purpose of NBS and were unaware that it
was a genetic test. Furthermore, they were unaware of related important issues, such as the right to self-
determination or the moral and ethical problems associated with NBS. In conclusion, it is vital to understand
how expectant mothers interpret the genetic information and professional medical opinion in conjunction with

how they perceive self-determination and the ethics behind NBS.

Keywords: newborn screening, tandem mass spectrometry, genetics, carrier

THERS R - A7) —= Vx5 B
— O BIEERICN T ARE) 2 Hb—

T

A< A - 27—V X 1977 EDP LIRS, 2014 4EI2 Y ¥ T AR AENHICHARTEA SNz AR
OHMIEY v TFARABIC L VML Z T 2T L 2 O MELEOFED 225, BEFNREICTT2EBELH S
PCTBIETH D, M WRBIHERTZ- A7) == ZI20o0WT, ED L) RAENBHEL TWid o/,
MAEDOZHRPFBROBEEREHLMCT LI E DB SN TR Do/ HERT R - 270 ==V FHREEFH
MAETHL I LB LB OREL T ENICRZZMETH 72, LrL, 2ONEER THCHE] $57200
MEF AR AR - MHEAEE LTHERL2D 0T Eed o7z S22Hh 5, AROHERS A - A7) —= v 7
B IROTEDEEL /AT V] LI AP REROME A BEZNRME LT UL L IS 21>
o SRy HORERHANHRE EO LD ITHDFH) REPFERL T EDHETH A9,

58



