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The Contribution of the Hanshin Noh Association to Modernize Noh
and to Survive the Wartime Regime: Focusing on Hisaharu Shigeyama

SHIGEYAMA (ZENCHIKU) Tadaaki

Abstract:

The previous research on Noh history has regarded that the Meiji Restoration caused the drastic changes in the
patron system and started modern Noh, but the research to examine modern Noh focusing on specific system
changes has just started in recent years. This paper focuses on the "Hanshin Noh Union", which was organized
when Osaka developed as an modern economic city and a new cultural area, Hanshin-area, was formed. A
Kyogen actor Hisaharu Shigeyama (later Yagorou Zenchiku) led the organization as the union chief, although
Kyogen had been regarded as the low art in Noh world. The document research of his activities revealed how
the patron system was changed and how the Noh stage was released from the traditional Noh theater to the
modern theater. In addition, this paper analyzes the Ai-Kyogen of Noh “Chu-Rei” in an Okura-school script
(unpublished), and discussed how the association members played the patriotic Noh and survived the wartime
regime in WW2

Keywords: Chu-Rei ,Yagorou Zenchiku, Asahi-Kaikan Noh, propaganda
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