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The Influence of the Independent Living Movement to the Consultation
Support for Persons with Physical Disability:
Focusing on the Peer-Counseling in the Movement

SHIRASUGI Makoto

Abstract:

Little has been studied on the history of the consultation support projects especially from the viewpoint of the
independent living movement. This study reveals the influence and the negative effect of the practices of the
center for independent living including independent living program and the peer-counseling, on the historic
progress of the consultation support for persons with physical disability. The paper studied the Tokyo
community-based welfare promotion fund, municipal life support project for persons with disability, the
foundation of the peer-counselor authorization in the national center for independent living meeting, as well as
conducting interviews to leading persons with disability who promoted the independent living movement in
Japan. The result finds that peer-counseling was regarded as important in consultation support projects, and it
led to the expansion of the employment opportunity for persons with disability. On the other hand, peer-
counselor became an official occupation, and it raised the problem of dividing human relationship between

those who control and those who are controled.

Keywords: center for independent living, consultation support for the person with physical disability, peer-

counseling
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