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BRI A I O TR

Ambivalent Feeling of the Residents in Hansen Disease Sanatorium
when They Restored Their Names in Family Register

SUZUKI Yoko

Abstract:

Many family register books were burned in the most area of Okinawa during the Battle of Okinawa. Decades
after the end of war, they decided to restore these register books by self-declaration of the families. However,
some families did not declare the names of their members in Hansen Disease sanatorium. The detail of their
situation, and what the residents of sanatorium wanted when they registered, have been overlooked in previous
studies. This paper aims to reveal it, by interviewing people in the sanatorium and their families, as well as
studying the newsletter of the patients’ association. The families tried not to register the patient’s name in the
register books to erase their existence. The residents, on the other hand, wanted to register their names in order
to stay away from their family, to get a passport to go to Japan, or to receive pension money in later years. The
family valued having name in the register book as the qualification to be a member of the family, same as
having names in Totome, Okinawa memorial tablet. However, the residents regarded having name in the

register book separate from the norm of family, but as an instrument to survive in their difficult lives.

Keywords: Hansen disease, Okinawa, Airakuen, family register, pension
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