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Masamichi Shinmei’s Social Reconstruction and
his Approach to Fascism

TERAMAE Anji

Abstract:

Shinmei Masamichi, a Japanese sociologist, is known for his war cooperation, and previous studies have focused
on this issue. The preceding research said it was because Shinmei recognized little difference between “civil
society” and “political society”, and Japanese civil society being infant stage. They separated two perspectives on
Shinmei, one as an academic sociologist, and the other as a critic during war time. This paper aims to
understand Shinmei as an integrated intellectual, rather than separating to sociologist and critic. Careful
reading on Shinmei's work found his understanding of “crowd” based on “social reconstruction”. The result
found the linkage between fascism theory as Shinmei’s political criticism, and the “action theory” as an
academic sociology theory. Because of this understanding, Shinmei argued the superiority of “society” to
“nation” and this is his method of solving issues in fascism theory. The paper argues this gave the image of

totalitarian on Shinmei.

Keywords: Masamichi Shinmei, synthetic sociology, social reconstruction, crowd, fascism
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