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An Acceptance of Van Gogh in Japanese Creative Woodblock Print:
Applicability for New Creativity from “Misunderstanding” with Limited
Number of Obscure Duplications

HASHIMOTO Masako

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to study how duplications of Van Gogh's works on coterie magazines like Shirakaba
or Ego influenced Japanese creative woodblock print during Taisho era (around 1910). Van Gogh was introduced
as the ideal artist in Japan, and these magazines published duplications of his works and his personal letters,
as well as articles about his life with the admirations by Japanese authors. The method of this paper is to
compare the black and white duplications of Van Gogh’s works and some prints of Kyokichi Tanaka (1892-1915),
who was a young woodblock print artist. The results find that Tanaka was attracted to Van Gogh's brushworks,
and Tanaka developed a particular carving expression which looks similar to Van Gogh's brushworks. However,
Tanaka’s understanding of Van Gogh was limited, so he received Van Gogh's influence only partially, with some
misunderstanding and illusion. Van Gogh’s obscure and limited number of duplications, together with
exaggerated praise to his personality, had allowed broader applicability for new creativity among Japanese

young artists.

Keywords: illusion, application, imitation, modern japanese art, copy
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