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A Study on Chinese Translations of Japanese Game Titles:
Propagation of Video Games in Unofficial Market in China

LIANG Yuxi

Abstract:

Previous studies about the Chinese game market discussed the naming of products and contents, however, the
historical change of Chinese title translation and who have led the translation remain unclear. The purpose of
this paper is to clarify that the Chinese translation of Japanese game titles relates to the spread of games in
the unofficial market in China. This paper collected the representative Chinese translation of Japanese games
from the physical packages, paper medium and information on the Internet. Then, it classified these
translations according to their characteristics, and related these classifications with the development history of
unofficial market, which was divided into four stages based on the technological progress and policy conversion.
The results find, first, the Chinese translation of Japanese games reflects the market environment and the
acceptance of games. Second, the initiative of title translation transferred from the providers of the game, to the
intermediaries and the recipients, and finally back to the providers. Third, there is a relationship between the
change of title translation and the development of game technology. In conclusion, this study presented the

possibility of narratives unique to video games.

Keywords: video game, title translation, unofficial market
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