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The Role of Travel Guidebooks for Japanese
Emigration to Brazil before World War II

WANG Yin

Abstract:

Few previous studies have examined travel guidebooks on the Japanese emigration to Brazil before World War
II. Furthermore, the availability of such materials has not been sustained. This study aims to understand the
outline of Brazilian travel guidebooks and clarify the information that these travel guidebooks intended to
convey, as well as their effects, by analyzing representative materials. The paper listed the titles by conducting
keyword searches in NDL Search (the search tool of the National Diet Library) and based on previous studies,
and classified the travel guidebooks after checking the contents in the digital archive and public libraries. In
addition, it studied the travel guidebooks of Kaigai Kogyo Co., Ltd. and Okayama Overseas Association, which
collectively endeavored to provide migration-related education. Descriptions regarding factors such as pre-
departure arrangements, plans for persuading people to relocate, settling processes, and commentaries on anti-
Japanese sentiment are analyzed. The paper also examined the changes in strategy and the system of the
Brazilian migration promotion measures, while analyzing their characteristics. It concluded that the Brazilian
travel guidebooks explain the management policy of migration organizations, and at the same time, create an

opportunity for emigrant communication.

Keywords: travel guidebooks, Japanese emigration to Brazil, overseas association, Kaigai Kogyo, shiori
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