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The Security Services Act of 1972 and the End of
Out-Sourcing Labor Dispute Interventions

IWASAKI Hiroyasu

Abstract:

The Security Services Act, which prohibits security firms from intervening in labor disputes, was enacted in
1972. This paper first reviews the previous interventions in labor disputes. Then it aims to reveal how labor
unions’ resistance resulted in this legislation. The study of documents by the national diet and labor unions
shows that labor unions faced two problems around 1970. The first was that the clients of security firm, who
were the employers of unionized workers, had the power to command security guards that intervened in
labor disputes. The second was that guards received order from these employers to use violence to suppress
the activities of the unions. In reaction to this situation, labor unions lobbied to enact a law to regulate and
control security firms. After the Security Services Act was passed in 1972, security firms were prohibited from
intervening in labor disputes and they were also prohibited from sending guards for their clients to suppress
labor unions’ activities. In addition, this legislation can punish not only guards but also the security firms
for their violence or harassment. In conclusion, security businesses lost their characteristic as “contractor of

violence” or “Japanese version of the Pinkertons”.

Keywords: Security Services Act, security firms, out-sourcing, labor disputes, labor unions
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