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Structure and Reality in Visual Novel:
Focusing on Game Design and Game Play

JIANG Yehang

Abstract:

Visual novel is a game genre which was born in Japan in the early 1990s. This paper studies structure and
the relationship between player and protagonist in visual novels, in order to clarify the essence of visual novel
as a game, which has been overlooked by previous studies. The result finds, as a game structure, that visual
novels produce reality of the game world by using texts, visuals, and sounds comprehensively. The player
experiences game world reality through the eyes of protagonist, as well as creating the story by player’s choice.
In the relationship of game play, the result finds the progress of story is strongly related to characters, the
relation between protagonist (ie. player) and the other characters is highly connected to the game play, and
the protagonist’s viewpoint and meta viewpoint are requested at the same time. In this way, players immerse
themselves in the structure of visual novel, while they recognize the characters in game and the world of
the story as an environment around players themselves. In conclusion, I argue the reality of visual novels is
constructed with these structural elements, and when players interact with them, game play has a meaning for
the first time.

Keywords: visual novel, structure, reality, game design, game play
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