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Re-evaluation of “Reportage Paintings” as an Avant-garde
Art in the 1950s Japan

TAKAMISAWA Nagomi

Abstract:

“Reportage Paintings” is one of Japanese avant-garde art movements in the 1950s, which evaluation has been
divided. This paper examines the writings of art critics on Reportage Paintings in order to find the points in
controversy, and to position it in the context of art history of Japan. The paper focused on the controversy over
its evaluation caused by an exhibition “Shedding Light on Art in Japan 1953” in 1996. The exhibition excluded
Reportage Paintings although 1953 was the highlight year of the movement. The paper first identifies the key
concept of art in the 1950s, which is represented by Masao Tsuruoka’'s word “paint Mono (physical objects),
not Koto (things)”. Tsuruoka intended to express the reality he saw by depicting human as Mono. This was
the denial of the old way of expressing human by academic artists. I prove Reportage Paintings to share this
concept. Second, this paper finds the controversies over if Reportage Paintings aimed to be the reportage or
not. By studying Ichiro Hariu's criticism, I argue that they do not depict objective historical record but they
represent at the misery of reality symbolically. Finally, this paper discusses that the originality of Reportage

Paintings is coexistence of avant-garde concept and representation of human beings.

Keywords: Masao Tsuruoka, realism, Ichiro Hariu, humanity, Mono
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